MINUTES OF THE VIGO COUNTY COUNCIL

APRIL 26, 2006

Sheriff Jon Marvel called the meeting to order at 7:03 o’clock P.M.

Sheriff Jon Marvel led the Pledge of Allegiance.

The chair declares a quorum present.  

Mr. Hellmann entertained a motion for approval of the March 21, 2006 Council Meeting Minutes.  Mr. Turk Roman moves to accept the minutes as published.  Mr. Darrick Scott seconds motion.  Ms. Kylissa Miller, Chief Deputy Auditor, took roll call.  All members voting aye with a roll call vote, the motion passes.

Comments from the public.   There were none.

Communications from elected officials of the County.  The chair recognized Commissioner Paul Mason.  Commissioner Mason reported to the Council and the public-at-large that Sheriff Jon Marvel needed immediate attention to the locks at the jail before the Council Meeting tonight.   The Commissioners approved funds for the replacement locks.    

E911 Budget – Sheriff Jon Marvel requested monies from the Council in the amount of $30,000.  He referenced “Line Item 430-10 – Contractual Services” has excess monies.  Sheriff Marvel indicated that he would like to take $30,000 out of that fund to subscribe to a company called Code Red.  The County would have 100,000 minutes use for any and all county and city emergencies.  The charges for Code Red would be $15,000 for the second year’s subscription and all subsequent years.  Code Red is the Reverse 911 System that we have discussed implementing for approximately six months.  Councilman Darrick Scott is one of the members of the E911 Advisory Board.  The members consist of City Police, Sheriff’s Department, State Police, Vigo County Fire Department, and various citizens on this Board.  Mr. Scott reported that last month the Board voted to go with a countywide emergency service.   This service would go out to all landline phones for Amber Alerts, weather emergencies, road closings, gas leaks, or any other emergency.  With Code Red, it is simply a subscription service for one year.  The Reverse E911 Company had to have an in-house server that you own.    Sheriff Marvel said that there will be a lot of advertising closer to the time when Code Red is in place.  Mr. Hellmann passes gavel to Mr. Tim Curley.  Then Mr. Hellmann asks Sheriff Marvel, “If you had 5,000 calls, how long would it take to reach those people?”  Sheriff Marvel responds, “We can’t get an answer from Verizon.  They’ve told the Commissioners that they have one trunk line for long distance.  Sheriff Marvel asked Commissioner Paul Mason if he also understood that they only had the one line.”  Commissioner Paul Mason responded “I’m not too familiar with this but they said they would provide services for ‘X’  amount of telephone lines but they could not really come up with a firm amount.  They said that it would be [tape inaudible here].  Mr. Hellmann asks “If a tornado is going through Nevins Township, how long does it take to contact one thousand phones?”  Sheriff Marvel responds “What the company does is they go out and they get as many long distant carriers that they can…Sprint, Verizon, whatever the long distant carriers are.  Then they would start funneling those calls through those other carriers into Vigo County in Terre Haute. They say that they can call up to 60,000 calls per hour but that’s the best situation.  We don’t know whether this phone company could handle that and I don’t think the phone company really knows at this time.”  Mr. Hellmann responded, “We could have large numbers of taxpayers being called within an hour is what you are telling me.”  Police Chief George Ralston responded, “It would be dependant upon the length of the call.  Also the local media would be included to alert people.”  Mr. Brad Anderson questioned the number of minutes for the monies paid for this service.  Sheriff Marvel responded, “The monies paid for this service would be for one hundred thousand minutes.”   

The Council requested that Sheriff Jon Marvel make a formal request to the Council, in writing, as soon as possible and be prepared to answer questions regarding the Code Red matter.

Reports from standing committees:

Personnel.      
Budget Adjustment, Transfers, and Appropriations.     
Facilities, Services, and Special Projects.   
Special Projects Committee.   

Report from select committees.   
Resolutions extending the approval, authority or agreement of the Council.

Resolution 2006-03 – Ordinance relating to Real Property Tax Abatement for Staples, Inc. –  Mr. Peter Sacopolus, representing Staples, Inc., seeking final approval for this tax abatement for them.   He stated, “They would be adding a number of full-time jobs all of which will have benefits.  Staples plans to add 273,000 square feet to its facility here in Terre Haute.  They are going to increase the area in which it provides products to 28 new stores.  Over a period of years, they will be hiring 80 new employees that will pump into our local economy.  That amount would be approximately $2,000,000 per year.”   Mr. Turk Roman asked Mr. Brad Anderson to report on the Budget Adjustment Committee’s findings.  Mr. Anderson responded, “We met and our findings were that they appreciate Staples, Inc. expanding here in Terre Haute and for the jobs.  It is a very clean operation and we are very glad to have a business like them and our committee gave them a favorable recommendation for this abatement.”  Mr. Hellmann asked, “Are there any further questions of Mr. Anderson?”   Mr. Hellmann asks if anyone has any further questions.  Mr. Mike Morris asks, “Does Staples being in warehousing and distribution, does the phase out of inventory tax have any sub-ordinance in this as well?”  Mr. Sacopulos responded, “I do not believe so.”  Mr. Morris asks, “You didn’t take that into consideration?”  Mr. Sacopulos responds, “No.”  Mr. Brad Anderson moves to approve this Resolution.  Mr. Turk Roman seconds motion.  Ms. Kylissa Miller, Chief Deputy Auditor, took roll call.  All members voting aye with a roll call vote, the motion passes.

Resolution 2006-04 – Ordinance relating to Personal Property Abatement for Staples, Inc. –   Ms. Kylissa asked Mr. Peter Sacopulos if he had done the advertising necessary for this abatement?  He responded, “Yes.”  Mr. Brad Anderson moves to approve this Resolution.  Mr. Turk Roman seconds motion.  Ms. Kylissa Miller, Chief Deputy Auditor, took roll call.  All members voting aye with a roll call vote, the motion passes.

Mr. Brad Anderson reported to the public-at-large and to the Council that Staples is using some local builders such as S&G Excavating, and Sycamore Engineering, Inc.

Additional Appropriation Ordinance 2006-15 – Mr. Mark Bird reported that the Budget Adjustment Committee met and the recommendation was favorable.  Mr. Darrick Scott moves to accept this Ordinance.  Mr. Mark Bird seconds motion.  Ms. Kylissa Miller, Chief Deputy Auditor, took roll call.  All members voting aye with a roll call vote, the motion passes.  

Additional Appropriation Ordinance 2006-16  - Mr. Turk Roman reported that the Special Projects Committee met and the recommendation was favorable.  This money will be used for improvements at Hawthorn, Fowler, and Prairie Creek Parks for restrooms and paving parking lots.  Mr. Brad Anderson moves to approve this Ordinance.  Mr. Turk Roman seconds motion.  Ms. Kylissa Miller, Chief Deputy Auditor, took roll call.  All members voting aye with a roll call vote, the motion passes.

Additional Appropriation Ordinance 2006-17  - Mr. Keith Ruble reports that this request is for the connection that goes from downtown out to the park to Heritage Trail for handicap accessible restrooms.  Mr. Brad Anderson moves to accept this Ordinance.  Mr. Turk Roman seconds motion.  Ms. Kylissa Miller, Chief Deputy Auditor, took roll call.  All members voting aye, motion passes.

 Additional Appropriation Ordinance 2006-18  -  The chair recognizes Ms. Joni Foulkes, Director of Operations of the Vigo County Health Department, states that they are asking for money that was in their 2005 Grant to be encumbered.  Mr. Tim Curley reported that the Personnel Committee had met and recommended favorably this request from the Health Department.  Mr. Tim Curley moves to accept this Ordinance.  Mr. Darrick Scott seconds motion.  Ms. Kylissa Miller, Chief Deputy Auditor, took roll call.  All members voting aye, motion passes.

Salary Ordinance 2006-06  - This is the person that was formerly paid out of two separate funds back in February, 2006, but was working as a full-time nurse.  Since the approval by the Council to make her a full-time employee, with benefits, another full-time position opened up and she has taken that position.  When she accepted that full-time position, she knew that she would be moving into a position at a step/grade 10/9.  What the Health Department is asking is that she be at the same level as all other nurses at a step/grade 10/10 retroactive to March 27, 2006.  Mr. Darrick Scott made motion to approve this Ordinance, including the step/grade retroactive to March 27, 2006 per the Personnel Committee.  Mr. Tim Curley seconds motion.  Ms. Kylissa Miller, Chief Deputy Auditor, took roll call.  All members voting aye with a roll call vote, the motion passes.

Honorary resolutions.  

Resolutions relating to fiscal policies of the Council.    

First reading by summary reference of proposed ordinances and resolutions.   

Appointments.  Mr. Hellmann stated, “ on the May 16, 2006 Log Sheet that we have several requests for additional monies.”  I will refer these requests as follows:

Contractual services.  This matter is being referred to the Budget Adjustment Committee.

The Park and Recreation Department has requested a transfer of N/R Funds.  This matter is being referred to the Special Projects’ Committee.

The Park and Recreation Department has requested additional funds from EDIT.  This matter is being referred to the Special Projects’ Committee.

The Health Department has requested monies for salary grade change for nurse.               This matter is being referred to the Personnel Committee.

The Health Department has requested salary grade change for an Environmental/Supervisor.  This matter is being referred to the Personnel Committee.

Adjournment.  Mr. Brad Anderson  made motion to adjourn the meeting.  Mr. Turk Roman seconds the motion.  Ms. Kylissa Miller, Chief Deputy Auditor, took roll call.  All members voting aye with a roll call vote, the motion passes.   

MOTIONS

April 26, 2006

April 26, 2006 Council Meeting Minutes  - Mr. Turk Roman moves to accept the minutes as published.  Mr. Darrick Scott seconds motion.  Ms. Kylissa Miller, Chief Deputy Auditor, took roll call.  All members voting aye with a roll call vote, the motion passes.

Additional Appropriation Ordinance 2006-15 – Mr. Darrick Scott moves to accept this Ordinance.  Mr. Mark Bird seconds motion.  Ms. Kylissa Miller, Chief Deputy Auditor, took roll call.  All members voting aye with a roll call vote, the motion passes.  

Additional Appropriation Ordinance 2006-16  - Mr. Brad Anderson moves to approve this Ordinance.  Mr. Turk Roman seconds motion.  Ms. Kylissa Miller, Chief Deputy Auditor, took roll call.  All members voting aye with a roll call vote, the motion passes.

Additional Appropriation Ordinance 2006-17  - Mr. Brad Anderson moves to accept this Ordinance.  Mr. Turk Roman seconds motion.  Ms. Kylissa Miller, Chief Deputy Auditor, took roll call.  All members voting aye, motion passes.

 Additional Appropriation Ordinance 2006-18  - Mr. Tim Curley moves to accept this Ordinance.  Mr. Darrick Scott seconds motion.  Ms. Kylissa Miller, Chief Deputy Auditor, took roll call.  All members voting aye, motion passes.

Salary Ordinance 2006-06  - Mr. Darrick Scott made motion to approve this Ordinance, including the step 10/10 retroactive to March 27, 2006.  Mr. Tim Curley seconds motion.  Ms. Kylissa Miller, Chief Deputy Auditor, took roll call.  All members voting aye with a roll call vote, the motion passes.

Resolution 2006-03 – Ordinance relating to Real Property Tax Abatement for Staples, Inc. – Mr. Brad Anderson moves to approve this Resolution.  Mr. Turk Roman seconds motion.  Ms. Kylissa Miller, Chief Deputy Auditor, took roll call.  All members voting aye with a roll call vote, the motion passes.

Resolution 2006-04 – Ordinance relating to Personal Property Abatement for Staples, Inc. – Mr. Brad Anderson moves to approve this Resolution.  Mr. Turk Roman seconds motion.  Ms. Kylissa Miller, Chief Deputy Auditor, took roll call.  All members voting aye with a roll call vote, the motion passes.

Presented to the Vigo County Council, read in full and adopted as written this 22nd day of May 2006.
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